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School Games

Once again Disability Sport Yorkshire was
integral to the organisation and delivery of
the school games in the region. At the North
Yorkshire School Games, DSY assisted with
running a successful Boccia competition at
the University of York, with 10 schools from
across North Yorkshire taking part. In West
Yorkshire we ran the New Age Kurling event
at Leeds Beckett University. As usual both
events were well attended and keenly
contested with some fantastic Boccia and
Kurling skills on display. DS
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Employability Kirklees
Working with Shelley FC, Huddersfield Town FC and
Leonard Cheshire Disability we have started delivery of
‘Employability Kirklees’, a new pilot project where
adults with a disability learn the different roles
involved in running a sports club. They receive training
and then supported practical experience, with a view
to future employment. We have two groups; one
group of 15 adults with a learning disability who are
not in education or employment, and a group of 12
younger adults with learning disabilities who are part
of the Foundation Learning Course at Kirklees
College.  Candidates are volunteering to assist on
match days and at other events. We have submitted
an additional bid for funding via a public vote – this
could generate a further £50k towards future project
expansion.

Deaf Athletics

The DSY Junior Deaf Athletics, held at the Keepmoat
Stadium, Doncaster, showcased talented deaf and
hearing impaired athletes from around the region.
Despite the wet weather the athletes persevered in
track and field events with some excellent
performances in very tricky conditions. Our ever
reliable team of UK athletics officials were on hand
and volunteers came from far and wide – including a
team from Wakefield College. A big thank you to all
for helping to make our Active Events programme
happen, rain or shine!
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Opening Doors Kirklees

DSY is working with Leonard Cheshire Disability on this
new project The ‘Opening Doors Kirklees’ programme
aims to get socially isolated people out by linking them
with a volunteer. To date we have twelve individuals
going out regularly with a dedicated volunteer. The
scheme has also referred people into local group
activities and set up the ‘Square Pegs Activity Group’
which provides regular social activities in Holmfirth.

Employability Trainees



Partnership and Strategic
Development
Following the development of the Yorkshire
Disability Plan for Sport, DSY is working closely
with the District Activity Partnership in
Wakefield on a new district sport strategy.
This is designed to clarify the priorities in the
development of active recreation and will be
launched in November. DSY’s role is to ensure
that this is an inclusive and accessible plan,
and to work with others to attract new
resources.

Virgin London Marathon
DSY have again been offered three places in the
Virgin Money London Marathon 2019. The selected
runners have already started their training regimes
and fund raising plans towards the event in April
2019. Our thanks go to our stars, Dale Wheeler,
Amanda Hare and Rebecca Hodgson-Webb – we’re
with you every step of the way! Our runners will be
sharing their trials and tribulations in special blogs
which you can access through our website
(www.disabilitysportyorkshire.org) and social media.
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Denhale ARC - Capital
Development
Disability Sport Yorkshire has been awarded a
grant of $48,200 from USA-based distributors UPS.
Over the past two years staff from the UPS
distribution base in Wakefield, have raised funds
and volunteered helped with the DSY Active
Events programmes. The grant will enable us to
carry out vital maintenance and upgrading work at
the DSY HQ at Denhale, ensuring the provision of a
first-class facility for years to come.

Awards Dinner & Celebration of Disability Sport in
Yorkshire 29 March 2019

Outdoor Activities Day
In October DSY will be holding an outdoor activities
event at Shelley FC. This will include our annual cross
country event and other exciting outdoor activities
such as Nordic Walking and Orienteering.

Partnership working with Leeds City College
Funding from the Wesleyan Foundation has enabled
us to start work in conjunction with Leeds City
College. The Project will be delivered on the Beeston
campus and will offer sport, recreation and
leadership opportunities to students with special
educational needs.

Coming up…

Denhale Active Recreation Centre




